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P URING 9SS, Law enforcement | lonious homicides in the corresponding period.
E ; '\;\ saw a dramatic increase in the  Inglewood Police lost their first oftficer in the
é 4 \\g number of peace officers mur- - history of the departiment this year when Ser-

i1 g} dered while performing their - geant George Aguilar was shot in the chest
2 } ?'/r duries. Nine law enforcement |, while in pursuit of robbery suspects.
b Bammre® - Otficers 10 cight incidends lost
their ives, il o fircarms in TOSS The jurisdic: Tabulated Information .
tions involved represented local police, county + In February of this year, two Drug Enforce-
sheritt's deputies and tederal agencies, and all - ment Agency special agents were murdered in a
stuspects involved have been arresied and age in Csingle incident, Because of this, the reader is

varying stages within the legal sysrem. caurioned to note that there are tables which

I'his article will tabulate the iniormation in are variously listed by event or by individual

table and chare form with accompanying narra- 1 victim ofhicers. This is done inorder w arrive at
rive and tactical comments. The data presented areadistic sense of the events incorder to more
in this article has been obuaned trom inter- accurately model training aimed ag preventing
views with the homicude investigators respon- - future othicer muorders.

sible for ench cise. The information as pre- Table T lists in colunn form wwenty factors
sented in this article is intended o facilitate an - involved in the deaths of the nine officers this
increase in department and individual aware- 0 year, These factors are the dite of the officer’s
ness in officer safety statewide, murder, day of the week, time of day, Taw en-

Since 1980, California has averaged slightly forcement agency, rank, assignnient, years of

over six officers murdered cach year. The Los law enforcement experience, race, age, initial

type of incident call, the number of additional
most officer murders since that year with eight officers on the scene at the rime of the murder,
otticers kitled by suspects through 1988, The

Angeles Police Departiment has suttered the

the suspect’s age and race, the type of murder
() J

san Dicgo Police have losg seven officers to te- | weapon, fatal wound location and the distance

Charles Maorman has served over 20 years infocal and stale California law enforcement agencies, government, and as an airport
security fraining specialist with Arabian Bechtel Corporation, Limited. Heis currently the chief for Emergency Management Programs
at the Calitornia Specialized Training Institute, Office of Emergency Services, Camp San Luis Obispo. Mr. Moogrman earned an M.S.
it putice administration, Calilornia Slate University, Los Angeles, anid an M.A. in education, California Polytechnic State University,
Sui Luis Obispo. He holds the California Community Cotleges Life Teaching Credentials in police science, public administration,
sociology, education, and the Chief Administrative Officer Credential. Mr. Moorman is a life mernber of the Calitornia Peace Officers’
Association. '

George Williams is the coordinator of the Office Safely and Filed Tactics Program for the California Speciatized Training Institute
in San Luis Obispo. Mr. Williams is aiso the Close-Defense and Advanced Weapons Handling instructor for the San Diego Border
Crine Prevention Unitand is a master instructor of Tang Soo Do with over seventeen accumulated years of combat oriented martial
arts training. He has instructed thousands of faw enforcement personnel in all physicat skifls of police work. Mr. Williams is a
candidate for a master's degree in psychology from the University for Humanistic Studies in San Diego, California.
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Seventy-five per
cent of the events
gceurred in the
//uz:/'c notii rz;’/y (o

trom the killer(s) 1o the
victim(s). Addivional infor-
mation is indicated and
footnoted it the victin was
wearing ballistic armor
), il the suspect was
JU(”u[Ud kitled or committed suicide
C/d/!‘\/)éfi)‘b‘,
07 O
1500 0000

¢ty and i the victim ol
ficer's service fircarm was

the murder weapon
Junwary, February and

March siw five events with sis of the nine mur-
ders of the year. In June, two officers were mur-
dered in two events and the iinal otticer murder
of the year occured in Seprember. During
T98K: 669 of the officer murders occurred in
the tirst three months and 89% of the murders
{dl but one) occurted inthe first halt ot the
year. This tinding corresponds with the siatis-
tics of 1986-87 wherein 80% of the officers
murdered were killed in the first 11 f of cach
Y,

Lo January (Chart 1), two depuaties (Los An-
geles County and Sucramento County) and one
officer (San Dicco Police) lost their lives in
three incidenrs. During Febraary, two under-
cover federal Drug Enforcement Administration
special agents were muardered by three suspects
attempting a drag rip-off in the Los Angeles
area. March saw a veteran ofticer in pursuit of
robbery suspects inastolen vehicle shot
through the car door of his city owned vehicle
in Inglewood.

In June, two separate incidents led wo the
deaths of another Los Angeles police officer and
an East Palo Alto officer. Los Angeles had an-
other officer murdered in September when he
and his partner had wiken cover behind their
unit and were tuken onder fire by drive-by
shooting suspects.

There is no sigaiticant skewing of events
when relared 1o days of the week (see Chare 2).
Weekends (FridaysfSarurday/Sunday) were no
more dangerous in terms of events than were
thie rest of the week. One homiicide event of o
police officer oecuired cach on Tuesday,
Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday. Two otficer
srarder events ¢
and Friday

,l(ll \}‘.ly ln)\llx }Vl&\ [GERIS} ”I‘lllll'h\ll\\

Seventy tive percent of the events occurred

it the hours normally associated with darkness,

Peace Ofticers Muadered in Calitornia - 1983

1800-0000 (Chart 3). The most dangerous peri-
ods consisting of four events, were berween the
hours of 2300 and 0100. Three peace officers
were murdered i two events between the hours
of 100 and 1200, while the remaining shooting
occurred at 1900 and 2000 respectively.

Adl of the murders occurred i urban settings
andd all of the officers succwnbed wo fircmm.
All but ane of the officers died of gunshot
wounds to the head (the remaining ofticer Jied
frot a gunshot wound o the chiest). Five of the
officers were wearing hallistic vests ar the time
of their deaths (the sergcant from Sucramento
County was addiionally wearing a ballisue hel-
met when he was shot in the face), but this may
be a misleading statistic. Of the remaining four
victim ofticers, two were on an undercover as-
signment which precluded their wearing a vest
andanother was en-route to ascheduled train-
ing school out ot the city when he happened
upoti a robbery in progress.

The victims were patrol officers in three
Cuses, narcorics officers in four, one wuas as-
signed 1o plain cothes robbery detail and the
finab ofticer was asergegnton i Special Enforce-
ment Detail (SWAT).

The murder victims” ages raneed betwten 24
and 52 years, with an average age of 33.8 yeurs
(Sce Chart 4). By five-year increments, the offi-
cers” ages were as follows: Two 21-25; two 20-
300 two 31-39; one 36-40 and two 46 and older.
The officers” race (Charr 5) was as follows: six
Caucasian; two Hispanic and one Oriental.

When gaining o perspective on thie experi-
cence of the murdered officers, the officers aver-
aged 8.5 years in law enforcement (Chart 6). In
five-year increments the factor of experience is
as {ollows: two officers had less than one year on
the department; three 6-10; three 11-15; one
had 20 years.

The vriginating events to which these offi-
cers responded werer ane in undercover narcot-
1Cs; one serving a narcorics search warrant; two
on suspicious vehicle/person calls; one cach to a
robbery in progress and aChurghry and two to
man-with-a-gun calls. In all but one of the
events, back-up was available and on the scene.
Iy the one exeeption, the suspects were inme-
diarely pursued by backup unirs and evenrually
captured (one suspect committed suicide).

All nine murders were cleared, with all but

e e




one of the suspeces male. By race (Chart 7),
58% of the suspects were black (7), 25% orien-

tal (3) and 179 Caucasian (2). Six of the sus-

pocts were vither killed on the scene or soon

committed suicide. In three of the murders

there were multiple suspecrs present. The sus-
pects” ages ranged from 10 to 35, with an aver-
ace of 2229 years, Half of the perpetrators were
under 21 years of age. By fuctoring out the eld-
est suspect, the average age then Jrops o 21.8
yeurs of age tor this group of cop killers. By in-
cremnents of five years, the suspects” ages (Chart
8) were as follows: seven from 16-20; two 21-25;
two J0-30 wo 314350

The murder weapons in 1988 saw litde vari-

ance. In only ong,case was an officer's weapan
raken trom him and wsed w kill him. All but
one of the murders were commitied widh huiod-
guns. In the double murder of the DEA special
agents, both a revolver and and a semi-auto-

A . .,
matic were used. Revolvers were used by six sts-

pects, sani-autonatic handguns twice and an
ARLS one (Chart 9). The breakdown of caliber

by event is as tollows Chare 10038 caliber was

used most frequently (four times); 45 ACP
wwice; .22 LR, 44 magnum and 5.56 NATO
once cach.

The distince between victim officers and the
suspect(s) (individually) when the tatal wound
wits received was an average of 10,3 feet. If the
longest of these distances was 1o be factored
out, the average distance was 5.3 teet from the

gunman to the vicrim officer. Fifty five percent
ol the shooting occurred closer than five feet
from the officers (Chare 11, By individual, the
five foot increments are as follows: five from 0-5

feet; twa from 0-10 feet; one from 16-20 teet
and one at 50 feet (AR19).

[}
Learning Points
The tollowing analysis is made i an eftort 1o
draw conclusions which may be used in training
o prevent tuture murders of California peace

ofticers.

1. Calitornia Law enforcement experienced a

dramatic increase in the number of officers mur-
dered during 1988 trom the year betore. Four
poace officers were lost iy 1987, whereas 1988

began with three officers killed in the first
month. Al of the calls to which the ofticers re-

sponded demanded caution. Each officer knew

that there was w high potential for violence.
Narcorics enforcement, man-with-a -pun calls
and suspicious personfvehicle calls continue to
be police-kitlers. Sound officer safety tactics
must be used in responding ro these calls.

2. The first half of the year scems to see a sig-
nificant rise in the officer murders in this state.
In {ooking back over 1980-88, a large majority
(859%) of the murders of peace officers occurred
in the first halt ot the year. Although this is a
very siguificant skewing of the events, officers
are cautioned that there is no completely “safe”
month of the year.

3. As o the days of the week, over a three
year period, Thursdays are the most eventful

" day of the week, although every day of the week

is represented. N

4. Most of the events {75%) occurred during
hours normally associated with hours of dark-
ness. Much of night shooting training consists
of moderately wo brightly it ranges with very lit-
tle dependence on more realistic ambienr light
only in the training aress. Many rangemasters
will cite the tack of safety in w darkened range
environment, to the detriment of the troops
who may well have to firc their weu;(ms in de-
fense of cthemselves and the public they protect.

This study shows that much of an officer's
fircarms training would be well spent 6n a night
range, using some artificial lighting and ambi-
ent light,

5. Two of the murders resuleed from partners
splitting up in order to cover more area while
scarching, or i toot pursuit of suspects. Officers
are cautioned that it is more important to stay
with fellow officers and assist each other than to
take unnecessary risks in attempting to appre-
hend tlecing suspects,

6. The two undercover agents murdered in
Los Angeles were victims of a violent druy rip-
off, and had few, if any defense options. There
were as many as 15 officers and agenrs in the
immedie arca surveilling the “sale” when the
agents were shot. Undercover work remaing a
dangerous assignment in which officers and
agents are well served to remain attentive to
any sign of assault from the suspects.

7. The difference in age between the mur-
dered officers (34 years) and the suspects (22
years) s significant in that the suspects, being
at least 12 years younger, are generally in beteer
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; Table 1—California Peace 0fficer Murders, 1383
; ) Weapon .
g incident Age/ Years Backup  Sus Age/ o EAEGR  patal
= Date Day Time Eyency Tipe Racg Exper Rank Assignmnt (sceng) Racse Tyne Cai gist  VWound
= 1 _ ‘ P Nz-cot.s o Nercotics HAR- =+ -
z 8oan i 19G0 LASD e 33/ 12 Dep , 504 20B Rev 36 6-1C  Head
& Werrai Bureau
z ‘ e crons- Suspicious ) p i . - .
: 9Jan  Set Q020 SLPD Persor 24/C | Ot Patrol 101 24/E Rev 22 0-3  Head
Ao i Uil
5 e - S e . S
s nes ouspVehice ) .
21 dan  Thy 2309 Sez SO TR 3600 i1 Sg: SWAT 30+ Dep 28/C Autc 45 20 Head
Susp Search
SFeh F 1921 neh cercover 34/ 9 SpAg  Nercotics 154 0 PR Autt 45 0-3  Head
’ ‘ N Nerco Sale 52/A 12 SpAg  Erforcemen: ‘ ;8/"" Rev 36 0-3  Head
‘ Inglewood O Initzted , Nercotics 3/ET .
1Mar Th 1035 N . 46/H 2 a . Rev 44 6-10  Chest
31 Mar - Tiy 0 PO Witto 211 0 59 Supervisor 0 18/E 510 Lhes
. * % B‘ir Ir:i' ‘ * KKk Q -k ok [s}
74 Tee 0100 LAPD o 20 1 of Patol 1 160 Rev Ut 38 03 Head
R et
- Paic Man wn e ) . N .
2an Wed s oA MTET O uge 6 on pang ( 3506 Rev 38 03 Hexd
” o ~z R Man with . ’ 21/8 e o y
$Sep  Sat 2005 LAPD d ¢ 6 of Robbery <t RIS 223 50 Head

Notes: Race: B=Caucasiar, B=Black, H=Hispanic. A=Asian
**Victim officer was wearing baliistic armor at the time

aGun

ot his death ***Suspe

~
[

gither killed at scene or-comr

it

illea suicide ****0fi cer murdered with his own weapon



physical condition. That six of the suspects
vere under the age of 21 should also alerr offi-
cers to the fuct that young criminals are willing
to challenge Giticers. In lookmyg at officer mur-
ders sinee 1980, ar no time have the killers of
peace officers been so voung (as a group) as is
the case in 1988, In only one case was the sus-
pect older dhan the vicam officer.

ing with the police. Care should be exercised
when doing press releases which consrantly em-
phasize that ofticers “were saved only by their
bullet proof vest!”

10. In 1987 and again in 1988 the trend 1o-
ward suspects being able to snatch the sidearm

¢ away from an officer or deputy is declining.
©Onldy i one case in thie Last two years wits an of-

ficer murdered by his own weapon (aroral of

Physical firness and faster, reaction type

shooting techniques, such as the military’s 7% of the cases). This is down from a consistent 3 g

“Quick -kl progeam, should be stressed widh
Al oificers,

8. The average years of law enforcement ex-
perience the ofticers had was over eight and one
hadf years, Al levels of duty experience were
represented ingthe study, from the greencst of
rookies (one officer was on an academy ride-
along with another was just three months out of
the academy) to o twenty-year yeteran officer
who had extensive patrol and SWAT experi-
ence. The bulk of the victims had betweedt six
and 12 years of experience (66%0). This period
in an officer’s experience seems to be atime
when a certain level of burnout and sense of
FOUtING seenn o set . _

Continued training and atrempts by supervi-
sory stalt to identity those individuals which
may fitinto the *P've seen icall and ics adways

)

the same” syndrome and seek corrective meas-
UIes IS necessary.

9. All but one of the fatal injuries sutfered by
the vicum officers were head wounds cansed by
gunshot. This would scem 1o indicate that the
near universal requirement that officers wear
Batlistie vests during duty hours is increasing of-
ficers” ability to survive a firetight.

Tuctical ofticers should note that one ser-
ccant fron sheritts tactical unit in Sacra-
mento County was hilled while wearing not
only entry armor but also an Isracli-made-ballis-
e helmet. This is the second tactical otticer
murdered in Calitorni in two years (actually
the murders were only week apart: December 5,
1937 and Junuary 21, 1988). Care must still be
tuken while ona mission even though an officer
is aftorded rraximum protection in the form of
body armor. ‘

Another, iore disturbing trend may be that
because the wearing of ballistic veses is receiv-
ing greater publicity in the press, suspects may

year to year (prior o 1987) totd of 159% of offi-
cers who were murdered with their own weap-
ons. This may be a reflection of more consistent
department weapon retention training and a
correspoiding sensitivity of officers to this po-
tential danger.

1 1. Inall but one of the cases there was
backup either immediately at the scerte (in one
case there were over 30 officers present) or in
the immediate arcea. This is another disturbing
statistic which comes from this study. The ques-
tion which continues to arise is, “Do the mur-
dered officers allow their guard down or become
tactically sloppy because they teel over-contfi-
dent when there are other officers around ?” It is
a question which hegs an answers Officers

- should be cautioned that until a crime scene or

situation is Jeclared 1o be Code Four, their sen-
sitivity to the principles and tactics of officer
safety should be strictly adhered to.

12. The distance from which most of the of-
ficers (99590) receivad the killing wound was less
than five feer. Two officers were killed at con-
tact or point blunk distances. It is imperative
that tircars training be conducted in which
peice officers may learn how to quickly and ef-
tectively shoot and move at very close targets.

The one event m which an officer died at 50
feet was a situarion in which the vicrim officer
and his partner had followed a suspect vehicle
{a drive-by shooting had just occurred from that
\'&‘hiclc) o adead end street and the officers
had parked in a lot adjacent to the strect. A sus-
pect opened tire with an ARLS and the officers
returned fire. Although he used good wechnique,
the officer was struck in the head by a round,
killing him.

This emphasizes that even though the statis-
tics say that most suspects will be very close and
very violent, distance shooting and moving tar-

i

?
!
4
{
;
f

e

now be concentrating on head shots when deal- | gets as well as very close range shooting are in-
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valuable as taining ads. b The learning points stay the samesr initial po-
. The fieet hadlof TUBS was o very discouraging 1 sitions of advantage, silent deployment, do nor
rime. California peace officers were losing one 1 split partners, cover and concealment, and use
$ otficer on a weekly, then monthly basis. Many 1 ot all available resources. Officers should be en-
,‘ of the officers were killed just doing their as- b couraged to avoid thinking “routine” and be
sienments s was the case of the DEA agents, or - made aware of the rational dangers of their pro-
f after stumbling ontoacrime in progress, react- ' fession. Back-up oificers should be used wisely
ing o the situation s was the case of the Inglesas aoacucal resource. And s always, training
wood serpeant, should retlect the realities of the profession's re-
= qurrenents.
i _ \
1 Chart 1—0fficer Murder Event by dionth ‘ !
L Jan  Feb Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug  Sep Oct Hov Dee
3 i 1 2 1
! *Two uificers were murdured inone event
Chart 2-—0ificer Murder Event by Day of the Week
Sun Men ™ Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
i I 1 ! 2 2" I
: 4 * [wo ofticers murdered in one day fur a tolal of thiee uificers killed i Friday in 1988
i -
) { Chart 3—0tticer Murder Events by Tinie of Day
i i Day
i i 0600 0700 0800 0900 1000 1100 1200 1300 1400 1500 1600 1760
Z |
% Night
» 1600 1500 2000 2100 2200 2300 2400 0108 0200 0300 9400 0500
Lo I 1 1 1 2 1
‘ y “Two agents died in this single event }
‘ 1
| )
Chart 4—Victim Officer’s Aye *
i 21-25 26-30 31-35 36-40 41-45 46+
. | 2 2 2 1 2
| Chart 5—Victim Otficer’s Race
Caucasian Black Hispanic Oriental
6 2 1
: E' 4 fo Peace Otticers Murdered o Californa 1988 .
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‘ . Ciot—-Vietim Officer's Law Enlorccuent Experince IR
' 65 610 1915 1620 21+ I -
< 3 3 e g
i
R ~Liarder Suspeit’s Race 7 )
buusasian Black Hispanic Erizuia E
Z i 3 ‘ ;
|
i Chart 8—Age of Murder Suspects
15-20 21-25 26-30 31-35
6 2 2 2
Chart 9—Type of Weapon
Handgun i
Revoiver  Semi-Auto Rifle
6* 2 1
*One officer was murdered with his own weapon :
- o
Chart 10—Caliber of Murder Weapon k
.22 .38 .44 .45 .223 |
1 4 1 2 1 .
“Officer's own weapon | 7 ;
Chart 11—Distance Between Suspect and Officer
‘ 6-5 610 1115 16-20 21+ N 4 i
3 ‘ . 5 2 , 1 " 7 s !
) “Shot al 50 feet '
-~ ‘ F“;,
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