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~-·~:,> URINCi 1988, l:tw ent~lrcement 
!I ,, . . . 
1 j \\ saw a dr,111L1t1c mcrease 111 the 
j j ') m1111ber ul l'v;11:c 1111 iL·L·r, 111ur-
! 1 l, de red while per(or111ing t hl'ir 
! / )/ duties. Ni1w law enforcclllL'llt 

~ .. ufficL'1' i11 L·igl11 illl idL'lll, lust 
d1<·ir liv,·s, ;ill IP fir,·;1r111, in I 9,'{K Thl' jurisdic 

tillllS invol\'cdrerrl'.Se!llnl 1,ical r,ilice, ClllllHY 

slwriti's deputies and 11.'.ck·ral :1gencies, and all 
su·,1'1'dS 111,t1hnl 11:1\'l' hn·11 ;1rr1•,1c-l ;11hl :111' i11 

varying stag,·s ll'ithin thl' lq~:il .,ysrem. •· 

·rhis article will tahulate dw inionnatinn in 
L1bli: a11J d1an l~m11 11·itl1 ,ILLllllll'allyi11g 11a1r;i
riv1· an,.I r:1ni(·al ,·, ,11111w11r,;. Thl' data 11r1·s1·11te,I 

in chis article has hcen ohra111c·d frum inter-
\ it·ws \1·id1 th.: hu111ic1ck· il\VL'Stigat,irs rL'Spon

,ihll· f, ,r c:Kh c:,s1·. Tlw i11f1 >rmat il >11 :1, pr,·

,enred in this artick is intended t,, facilitate an 
increase iu Lk·partnwnt and i11,lividual aware-
11e,s in officer safety st:ltl'\l'i,le. 

Since I 980, Califnrni;1 has awragl'cl slii~hrly 
uver six officers murdered ead1 yc:tr. The Lis 
:\11g,·k, l'uliCL' l ),:p;1rt1111·11t h.1, ,uffl."rl·J thl." 
m"sr Pfficl'r murders sinn· r hat year with eight 

llllln:rs k died hy suspccrs throu1~h I 988. The 
~.;:111 Dil'gu l\llic,· haw lust Sl'\.l'lt ult'icns l1> fe-

I, 1niu11s homicides in the currespnnding period. 
. lngk·wood l'nlict' l,ist their first otfict!r in the 
i histury uf the dl'11:111111ent this year wht'.ll St!r

r:eam Cl'orr:e Ar:uilar i1·as shot in thl' chest 
1 while in pursuit , if whhery suspects. 

Tabulated lnf11r111ation 
In February l,f this year, rwo Drui~ Enforce

ment Agency special ;igents were murdl'red in a 
.si11glc i11cidl'ltt. lk·Lall~l' "I tl1is, tl1i: rL·aJl'r i~ 

1 Clllti()ncd tll not\' th.it tlwrl' are 1ahks which 
arc variously listl'd hy .:vent or by individual 
victi111 ll!{iu:rs. • I his is dune i11 order to arrive at 
:1 rl'alistic s1·1N· of tlil' t.'\Tllt:, in ordl'r 10 more 
accur,nely model training aimed at,,prcventing 
future utftc"cr murders. 

Tahlc l lists in culu11111 ti.Jim lWL'lllY fact.ors 
, involved in the dearhs ,if the nine officers this 
i year. These factor-; are the Jatc ,,f the officer's 

murder, day ,if tl1L' wcL-k, tilllL' ufday, law en
forcement agency, rank, assignment, years of 
law cnh,rccnwnr experience, race, age, initial 
Lypl." ul inciclent cdl, the numhcr of aJJitional 
"fficers 011 rhc sn·nL· ar the time of the murder, 
the suspect's age :ind race, the tyre of murder 
wi:apon, fatal wuuncl loGttion and the distance 
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in µolice administration. Calilornia SlattJ University, Los Angeles, and an M.A. in education, California Polytechnic State University, 
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trutil tl1L' Liller(,) to tl1L' 

l'icti111(s) . .'\,l.liti"n:d inf,lr· 

m:1tion is inclicatnl and 

!tlUlllllll'd it the· \'iCtilll \\'.IS 

wc·:1rinti l,:illist ic ;mn, ,r 

(' 1'''), i(tlw suspect was 

killt:cl ur cun11nit1t:J su1c1,k

( 1 i I), ;111d it thl' \ i,11111 ,,I 
tkcr'.s s,·rvi,·,· fire'<ll'lll w;1s 

the· nrnnkr \l'c':ip,in ( '1'*** ). 
J;1tllldl), h·IHllltl\' .111d 

~ Ltr,·li s.,11· !l\'l' l'\'l'lltS 11·11 h si\ t ,r tl1<· 1111\l' tn!II', 

,ic·rs, ,t' tlw yc:1r. In _lu11c, I w,1 \\fficns wne 111111, 

dl'fcd m t\\'ll events ancl I he· Imai l)lt1u:r 111urelvr 

, ,( ti,,. y,·.11, ,c, u1 r,·d 111 Sq,1,·111h,·r. I )11ri1ll'. 

!9SS, 66% ut tlw tllt'i,-l'f 11wrders 11Lc·u1-r,·d in 

the· hrst thr,·c m,mths ;u1el K9'\, ill the 111ur,kr, 

(.di hut cl!\c·) ,,,,ur1,·cl i11 the· IJI•,t lult,Jl the 

J<'ltr. Tl11s t'i1hli11:: ,·,n-r,·s11,111ds ll'ith ilw st;1tis-

t ics I if l 9cl(,.K7 ll'hnvin tiLI'){, , ,1 l h,· otfic,Ts 

llHllclne,I \\c"l'L' kdk,l 111 thl' li1,t,kdt ol c·,tc Ii 
y,•;1r. 

lnJ:111u:1ry ((J1:1n 1), t,1·,,,kj'tllic·.s (Lm An, 

,L;d,•,s l~11111\l\ anc! S.icr.irne·ntu l,uu11ly) .in,! tll\L' 

,>l'itc,:r (S:1t1 l ltc·_c;,, l\1li,·L') l",1 their liv,·., ttl 
tlnn· it·,cid,·nr,. !)ming h·hruary, tw,, un,ll'r, 

c,11'lT fc.,ll'l-.d l )rug Enfclrcemelll Administratilln 

'l'L'CJ.d :tgc·tu., 11·e·r,· lllllfLlcrnl hy tl11n' :..u,l'c'elc, 

:1tte111pti11g a clrw; rq,,ufl in the Lis An~:des 
arL·:1. M:in:h saw a veter:m lllficer in pursuit of 

rul,bl'ry ,us['L'ClS in :1 ,t,llcn vehicle ,hot 

rim 1ugh the· , ar ,l," 1r, ,f his city 11w11L·d Vl'hicle 

in lnidL·11·u,hl. 

In Juti,:, tw,1 ,q,ar:tle lllCielc11ts led to the 

,k·:1tlis ,,f 111\litlwr L.is /\ng,·k:.. pulin· ,iffiL·n :m,! 
:m East P:1l,1 Alt,1 ,iffi,:er. L1, Angdes haJ an, 

other offic,<r murJnc·J in Sqllemher when lw 
:m,I his J'ltrtn,·r !1.1,l t:1ke11 c,1v,·r l>c·hind tl1,·ir 
1111it :1ncl \\'c"rl' t:1kcn tllhkr firl' hy drive,hy 
sh,1,1ting suspc·us. 

Thnc is !lll ,igt1di,.11tl ,h·ll'111g ut' eVL'l\lS 
ll'IH·11 rcht,·,1 t" d:t\'• ,,f tl1,· 11,·d: (•,,·,: Ch:1rt 2). 

\Y./ l'ekcn,ls ( Frid:1y,/S:1tunl:1y/Sun,L11') were no 

mure dangeruu, in t,·rnis ul event, l h:m I\ ne 

till' le'Sl ,,t'i!1,· 11n·L ll11L· !i,,111ici,k t'\'L'lll ,il:1 

p,\iiL·,· ,1fficl'r ,,,,,,1iTc·-l 1·:wli ,in Tul'sday, 

\'i/c·clne,day, S:1t11r,by :md :-;un,hy. Two u!ticn 

uw1ekr L'\'c'Jll.,: 1,l1 ,L1y t,,.,k pl.c,L' ,111 TLur"l:11 

.111tl Frid:1y 

Sevenl y i ivl' percl.'nt elf I he ,·vents <lCcurre,I 

i11 the h,lurs nurrn:dly a,s,ll·i:lll'll ll'ith darkness, 

l HOU l)(1UO (l.J111n )). The 111usl d,mgcmu:, pl'fi, 

11,l.s cu11sisti111~·uf frnir l'n·11t-;, wen.· lwt1H·1·n the 

hour., d 2 300 and 0100. Thrn: peace officers 

ll'L'l'l' 111urd,-rnl 111 ll'>'l> l'Vl'lllS hctwcen d1,· Luur, 

llf I (\ 1 :111<! l 201\ wl1ik I lw Jl'fllaining sill" >l i11g 

uccurrc·cl :H 1900 :m,! 2l1lJ0 respectively. 

Ail ul the lllureln-, llLlurred 111 urb:1t1 ,clllll!~S 

,IL id :ii I , d I I 1,· \lffiL L·rs ,111,·11111hnl 1, 1 fir,·;11111 .. 

All hff, ,,w, 11 tlw, /fiu·r~. die,! of g11n,li"1 

\l'u1md,, tll tlic !wad (thl' re111aining otlicc1 Jied 

l1u111 ,1 .1:1111-,Lt11 l\'ullllcl Ill ti.,· dtL'~,I ). Fi,,,., ,I till' 
uffi,·,·r,, ,1e1c \l'l'lllin;: h:illi-,1i,·, ,·srs :ir rL,· tinw 

llf tl1,·ir ,k·:ttl1:.. (the sergeant frurn Sacramento 

Low1ty wa, :1dcltu,H1ally wearmg a hall1,u, lie!, 

11w1 ll'lll'll Ii,· w11s ·-,hut i11 tl1,· f:1cel, l1111 this m:1y 

hl' ;1 111isk:1,ling .,Litistic. ( )f rhe remaining f<Jur 

victim , ,tli,:cr.,, 111-.., ll'er,· <.lll :m unelcrc, 1ver a~

,.1g1 IILIL'I 11 11 I 1id1 111\·, ludnl l l'tl'ir 1w:1ri1 •:~ a v, .. ,t 

:m,l :11lllll1n was e11,ruute I<> a .,che,lt1kd train

ing sch,,,,! rn1t ol the· city whl'll he h:1pr,envd 

lll'llll ;1 rulihny 111 11rugr,;.,,. 

Tlw \'ll'I i111s wn,· l';1trnl ulfi, ,Ts i11 1 lm'l' 

L:a"••,, 11.1rcurics officl'rs in (llur, "ne 11·:i, as, 

signnl lu a r•L1in, !"dll's rul,h·1y dc1:1il and the 

fin.ti ,,lli,,·r 11':t, :1 ,ng,::111! on a Spn:i:il Enl;)JCe-, 
llll'lll I \·l:til (S\V/\ T). 

Thl' ilHtrdn vicums' age, r:m;,e~I hl't11l:en L4 
.111,I S2 1v11r,, with .111 :1vn;1gc· .i~(l' ,it') l.o Yl'df\ 

(Sc·e Cli:1rt 4), By fivc,year incrcnwnts, tlw uffi, 

L,'rs' agl's were as lollows: Two 21-15; twu ll1-

\0; l W\l l l, l 5; une 36-40 :md I wo 46 and ukk-r. 
Thl' <llfie er,' rncc ( Chmr 5) w:1s :1, foll( 1w,: six 

C::iuca,i:m; twu Hispanic and une Oril'11ul. 

\v'hc:11 g:1i11lllg :1 l'l'l:.pcctivc u11 tltL' ,·x11ui, 

,·tll'l' "I thl' 11111rdernl offinTs, the ufficer" :1vcr, 

:l).,'.c'd 8. 5 VL·,irs in law enforcement ( Ck1rt 6). In 
fi ve,year inueml'lllS the factor ut experience is 

as ful [, ,w·, 1 Wll officl'L', l 1:id kss rh;m ( 11 it· yl',lf \)n 

tlw dep:1rtment; three· 6-10; three l J,] 5: one 

h:h! 2C1 'y'l'lll'S. 

Tlit· urtginati11g evcnb 1,, wl1iclt dic,L' uffi
n'r.' rt••;1 1,111clt·,l \l'c-rt·: ,,ne i11 1111,lcrc<ivcr n:irc,H

ics; ,111e· st:n·ing ,1 narcotic~ se:irch warrarn; twti 

<lll suspici, HJo vcl 1tc lc/pL'r:..un calls; une c:1ch tu a 

r,,hl,ny i11 p1,1gtl'" ;,11Ll II h111gL1ry an,I two to 

rn:111,wi1h,11-1-'.1Jll c:dls. In all hut one of thl' 

eve111S, h11tk,up w11s availahle anJ on the scene. 

111 liil· 11111.' e:,;e·q,t1011, d1l' Sllc,[ll'llS \\'1'1'l' i111111l'

d,11, I,' 1•m,1wd 1,1 i1:1cl(IJp 1111ir,.; :md eventually 

capttnl'd (1111L' suspect crn11mi1t,·'1 sui, iJe). 

/\II nine rnurdu,; Wl'fl' cll'ared, with :di hut 



,i1w ,if rlit· su,j•t·l.'ls 1nak. By racl' (Chan 7), 
58% of the suspvcts were hlack (7), 25% orien
tal ( j) and 17% Caucasian ( 2). Six of the sus-

l 'l'<.'.b werl' ,·itltl'I killnl un die scctll: ur Mll>ll 

com111itred suic'id,·. In tlirl'l' 11f rlw murders 
there wen: multiple suspects present. The sus
pl·..::ts' ages ranged frum 16 tu 35, with an aver
:11:e of 22 .9 yl':1rs. l l:1I{, i( tlw perpcrr:1t1>rs \\'l'l'l' 
under 21 years l'f age. By facroring our the eld
est suspect, the average age thL'll drops to 21.b 
)'l':lr~ of agl' fm ti tis gruup u( L'>•P killL"r,. Hy in
crenwnts uf five years, thl' suspects' ages (Ch:1rt 
8) were as follows: seven from 16-20; two 21-25; 
[\I'll 26-3(1; [\\\) j},)). 

The murlkr weapl ,ns in l 9S8 s:nv little vari
ance. In only ,m~case was an nffico:r's weapon 
taken from him and used LU kill him. t\111,ut 
,\lie,,( thl' mur,k·rs \\'t'rl' n1111111ittl·,l with h:md
guns. In the double murder of the DEA special 
dgents, bv,th a revolver and and a semi-Juto-
111:1t i<' \l'l•rt· USl·,I. Ren ,Ivers \\'l'lc use,! by six ;t,s
p,·,:ts, ,l.-mi-aut,)matic handguns rwicc and an 
/\Rl 5 one (Chart 9). The breakdl)wn of caliber 
l,) l'Vcnt is a~ ti.illuws Chan JO: .JK Gililier wa~ 
11"·d must frl'qul'ntly (four timl's); .45 :\Cl' 
twice; .22 LR, .44 magrnim and 5.56 N1\ TO 
once each. 

The dist:ll1Cl' ht·twl·t·n vic1 im , >fficl'rs an,! the 
suspect(s) (individually) when the fatal wound 
w:1s receivL·d was· an average of 10. 3 feet. If the 
lollgl'st u( tlw~e ,lisLallCl'S was tu be factured 
llllt, the avcra,f~e distance was 5. 3 fel't from the 
gunman tl) the victim officer. Fifty five percent 
u( the sh,l,1ting occurred duscr than five !...·ct 
(rom the <1ftkns (Chiirt 11 ). Hy individual, tlw 
five f,)ot incren11:nts are as follows: five from 0-5 
ti.·ct; two trulll o-JL) ti.·ct; ,me frum lb-20 k.:t 

:11\,I u1w :11 50 ft-ct (i\R 15 ). 

• L .. ·arning Points 
Thl· tdlu\\'ing analysis is rn:1dl· in an dli.nt tu 

dr:nv c,mclusi, ms ll'hid1 may l·•c USl'cl in training 
w prevent future murd,:rs ,>f C:dif;,rnia pc:ice 
utliccrs. 

I'. Calif,irni:1 L1w cl\t;m.-n1ll'nt l'x1wril'nce,I :i 
d1am:1tic im:rc,,~e in the numlwr ,if ,>ffin:rs mur
dneJ during l Yoo frum the yl':lr lwti.irl'. Fuur 
11,.1cl' nfficers \\'l'l'l' lu,t in ! 98'i', wlll'tl'as 1988 
hcgan with thrt<· offin:rs killed in the first 
llh ,rnh. All uf the calls to which the officers re
,p, ,n,kd dl'lll.tlldl:J c1utiu11. b1d1 ufficer klll'W 

that 1hert· was a high putcnti,11 f~>r viuk:nce. 
Narcorics cnforl'emc1H, nian-wirh-a -g1111 calls 
anJ suspicious person/vehicle calls continue to 
lil' pulice-killers. SuunJ ufficer safety tactics 
must he used in responding to these calls. 

2. The first half of the year seems to see a sig-
' nificant rise in the officer murders in this state. 

In hiking back over I 986-88, a large majority 
(85%) of the murders of peace officers occurred 
in thl' first half of the year. Although this is a 
\'l'fY siguificatH skewing uf th1: events, ufficers 
arc cautioned that there is no completely "safe" 
month of the year. 

J. As tl> the days of the week, over a three 
year pl-riud, Thursdays arc rhe most eventful 
day C:,f the week, although every day of the week 
is represented. 

4, Most of the t·vcnts (75')'~) uccurreJ during 
hours normally associated with hours of dark
ness. Much of night shooting training consists 
uf moderately Lu brightly lit ranges with very lit
tle dqwndence on more realisric amhient light 
only in the training areas. Many rangemasters 
will citt.: the lack uf safety in a darkened rangt• 
envinin11wnt, to I hl' dl'rriment of the troups 

' who may well have to fin: their weapims in Je-
fense uf themselves and the public they protect. 

This study sh,>ws th:ir much uf an officer's 
firearms training would he well ,pent <in a night 
range, using some artificial lighting and ambi
eut light. 

5. Two of the murders resulted from partners 
splitting up in order tu cover more area while 
searching, or in lt>lJl pursuit of suspects. Officers 
arl' cautioned th:11 it is nll>re important to stay 
with follow officers and assist each other than to 
take unnecessary risb in attempting t,i appre
hL·nd fll'eing suspl'Ch. 

6. The two undercovn agents murdered in 
Los Angeles were victims of a vinlent drug rip
off, and had fl'w, if :my dd~·nsc uptiuns. There 
\\'erl' as m,my :1s I') officers frnd :1genrs in the 
i111mc,l1:1IL· :1r<:,1 sm-. eil ling tlw "sale" when the 
agl'ntS were shot. Undercover wurk rem:iins a 
dangerous assig1 irncnt in which officers and 
agL'nts are well served tu remain attentive tu 

any sign of assault from the suspects. 
7. The difference in age bct\l'L•cn the mur

dered officers (14 yl'ars) and the suspects (22 
years) is significant in that the suspects, being 
at least 12 year~ y11t111ger, arc generally in better 
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Table 1-Califurnia Peace Officer Murders, 1988 

Incident Age/ Years Back up Sus Age/ 
Weapon Fatal ·------------

Date Day Time t,gency Type Race Exper Rank Assignmnt (scene) flace Type Cal Dist Wound 

--- - --- --- - ------ ----

8 ,:an Fr; 1900 L,c SD" 
~JcTOt CS 

33/C 12 Oep 
N2rcot1::,s 

5 O': 20B"* ~eV .3E 6-1C µ::,:;,d 
VVcrrar.: 8:;rear; , ,v....i.U 

- ----- - ------- -- - - ----- -- - --- ---------------------

9 Jan S2t 0020 SCPD" 
Susplcicus 

24/C ; Off Patrol 1 Ofi 24/S Rev .22 0-3 Head 
Perso1· I 

- --- ---- -- ---------- -·--- ·----- ----

21 Jan Tr:u 2300 S2: SD" 
Susp Vehic:t 

36/C • 1 Sn' SWAT 30+ Dep 28/C''* Autc 45 20 Head Se;arch I 1 ,, . 

------··------ -·---------~-

LJ;:sercJver 34/H 9 Sp Ag N2rco'. cs 
26/A-.;** 

Aut; .45 0-3 Head 
5 Feb F,: 1220 D~A 15+ Off 18/;_..,** 

Nzr:o Sa!? 52/A 12 Sp Ag Er.force 11er.: ,._ r'"l I ~ fie1 .38 0-3 Hsad 
--------

lr•glewcod il:'f init•·Jtnri Nacotics 31/E'..,** 
31 Mar TkJ 1035 

\._J, I !I l• :'. ... d,•'.~ 46/H 20 Sg: 0 .44 6-10 Chest 10', 

PD W:'. to 211 Supervisor 18/E 
~, 

---·---------· ___ ,, _______ - -----------~------

7 Jun Tue 0100 Lf:,PD*' 
Burgl2,y 

24/C 1 Of: Patrol 1 16/C"* Re\, .. ..,_,,* .32 0-3 Head Alarm 
! 

-· ~-- --·-·-~-------·- ---- ------- ·- ------ - ------

22 Jun Wed 0056 
E P3lo Man v. :n 

!S/C 6 Off P2.:rol 1 35/6 Rev .38 0-3 He2d Aire PO d G~m 
··~-----

3 Sep Sat 2025 L;cPD* • fv1an \'i'1~~ 
30/C 6 Of1 Rcbbery 1 

21/5 :\R 7 5 r\,....,,., 50 H·:3d a Gun 16/E 
.iL2: 

-------------- - ----- - ----,--·- .. ---- ·---···-

Notes: Race: C=Caucasiar·, S=Black, lf=Hisp;m c'.. A=Asia11 

**Victim officer was wearir,g baiiistic arni, at the time his dean-, ***Suspec' either ki!ied at scene or comr1i!teo suicide ****Qfi ~er r1urd~red with t1is own weapon 



1•h,"1L·:d (:und!liu1L Thai oix ut 1Lc SLIS!'L'ds 

v.Trt· tmcl,·r thl' a,l(,· ut: 1 ,d1(Juld :ds<J :tlcrr nffi

cns t<l the L:...r that y,iung crimin:il, arc will in:; 

t,, du!IL-11,;c' c;lfiLcT,. ln lllukmg at otficLT mur

d,·rs sillcL' l')SO, ;11 11,, ri1nc h:tl'\' dw kilkrs ,i( 

l'c:lcc· o(i'icc·rs lwen su voung (;is a ~!f()llJ') ;1s is 

dw ca,e in i 0oS. ln uni> ,me case was the sus-

i '<'cl ,,klc-1 1h:111 tl1L· 1 id int L>i'iicn. 
I'! 1ysic,d fir1wss :m, i f:hl n, rc:tL·t i, Hl r VJ•L' 

.,h,,oting techniques, such :i, the milit.in·'s 

'\Ju1ck-kdl" 11r,,g1atl\, sliuuU bl' strl'"c·,l 1111h 

ii l ()ffi, ,-rs. 

8. TliL· .11·L'r:t~;c· yl'ars pf law enf()rcl'llll'lll cx

r•cn,·nc·e the ,>tticl'rs haJ was uver l'ight and c,nc• 

h:tlf 1·,·;11,. :\II kl'l·I,, ,f duty L':,.;pc·1-i<-1h L' 11\·1\· 

rq•rl>L'lltc·cl 111. d ll' study, frum dw .l;rce11c.'s1 , ,f 

r,1llk1es \u11e ,ltficer wa,; ,m ,111 ac1cle111y riJe-

:d, 1ag wid1 ,IIHHhcr was just d1rL'l' 111, Hllhs uut uf 

th,· :1cadcmy) to ;1 tWl'lll 'l ·\'l':tr vL·1er:m , Jtficn 

who h;"l t'Xtensi\'t' p:Hrul ,ud SWAT experi

c:llc'L'. Tlw bulk ut the• \·ic!i1ns ha,l hctwed! ,ix 

.111,l l: yt'.trs ,l(l·:,.;pnil'I\LL' ({)(1 1.':,). Tltis !'l'ril>,I 

in an offiL·n\ l'Xpc•ril'nce "L'ems t<) beat imc 

wlw11 ,1 ceruin level ,if burnout ,mJ SL'nsc of 

lclll( 11\L' ,,:L'lll tu Sl't in. 

Cnnti111wd trainin,g and ,lttc·mpls hy SIIJ'l'l'Vi

s"ry ,rat{ to i,lentit'y those in,li,·i,lu,ds which 

rn:1\ fit it1t,1 till' "I\L· SL'L'l1 it all :md it's :illl',1ys 

d1l' ,:1111L'" sy11dr"ml' :ind Sl'ek corrcni1·t· 111,·:1s-

11r,·,. i, ncce,,:,;tr'l, 
1). Ali h11t c>!lc' ,;f die.· f:ttal illJlll'iL·s sulll-rnl hy 

I Ile' \'!c'l llll ()ffinT, 1n·r1.• hc·a,l \l'Utlllds C:111><.',I hy 
gun,:hrn. Thi, wuuld se,·n1 !L) indic:11e rh,H the 

11<:.ir lllll\c:rs,d rc.·q11ir1.·nH'l\t th:tt ufr1L:,-r, 11·,·:tr 

[,.:lli·,1 i, ,,.,b cluriti;( du!v lhlllfS i., ith'IL',tsi11g ,,I 

lien,' :1bility tll .s11n·i1 c· .i tird·1,:ht. 

T.ic!ic,tl o(t1cn, ,llUulcl Illlte rh.it one ,cr

c:L·.u1t t'r,1111 ,1 ·-l1crii1\ l.1ctic:1l unit 111 ::-;;ic.1,1 
111c·l\t() (\>11nty 1u, kill,·,l whilL· \ll':1ring n,11 

llttiy ernry ;11m,1r hut :ds,1 a11 lsradi-made-h:1lli,-

11c hdml't. This 1, I he.· -"·cun,l ldcl ical oft 1c1.·r 

111t,r,!,·1,·,l i11 ~ ':d11;lrllt.1i11111·,l yt.·,11-; (:1C111:dly 

1hL· m111\kr, WL'rt' ,mly \\'c.'l'k ;;p:1rt: DecL·mhcr 5, 

I LJi)7 ,m,l J:11111:iry 21, l lJS8). l :,ire must st ill be 

1:1ku1 ll'l1ik ,•11 a mis,it1n ,·,·,·11 tl1,111gh :111 ,,tfin·r 

is :tfttllllcd maximum pr()tL'ct inn in the t( lrl1\ of 

hddy armor. 

/\11utlll'r, 1n,,rl· dis1urhing trc·11cl 111ay he 1ha1 

l,L·C:nb,' the wearing ()fhallistic vests is rc'll'il'

ing grl'atl'r puhlic'ity in the prl'ss, suspects nrny 

1\\111· be cu11celllr.1ung un head shots when deal-

ing with Lill' pulicc. Cu-L' sltuuld he cxc1cisccl 

whl'n ,loing pr,·,s rde:1.,c., which constantly cm

phas1zl'. that olticcrs "wen· saved only hy their 

hulkt prnut 1·L·s1!" 

10. In 1wn :.11d ;1g;1i11 ill 1988 the trl'l1<I 1()

W,ll'll s11spL·crs being ahlc tc, sn:1tcli rl1l' sidearm 

away from an ll!ficn or Jq,uty is declining. 

l >nl y 111 , >! tc· L ;1.•,t.· 111 ti il' List t wu yL·,1rs was :111 ul
(i, n lllltr,krL'd l,y lfr; t>ll'I\ 11·,·:qlnn l.1 1oral of 

7% ,it the casvs). Thi, is d, 1wn frurn a consistenr 

year I" ye:1r (1 lltt ,r 1 ,, l 087) lul :d of l 5% uf ul!1-

rns wh() 11·t.·r,· 11l111dernl wid1 I heir own w1·:1p

,m,. This may hL-a rvflectiun uf more consistent 

department weapun retentiun training and a 

L'• ll!,·.·,p1>thli11g ,,,·11.si1 i1·i1 y of uffin·rs '" thi, jlll

tcntial dangn. 

11. In ,dl hut ()J1L' ut the cases therl" was 

li.ickup l'ither i11u11e,li,1tely al the scetk (in <JIW 

casl' there were ll\'l'r 30 ()fricers present) or !Tl 

, thL' immediate ,1rl'a. This is another disturbing 

! st:il istic which LUIHL'S frum this study. The 4ues-

1 ioll which L'tlltl11111L·, to :niSL' is, "Do the mur-
1 dere,l ()fficers allow rheir guard down or become 
1 tactically slupl'')' bcca11se they frcl over-cunfi-

i Lll'lll whl'll tlit.·1,· arl' uil1n llffiLL'!'S ;t('()UI\J 1" It is 

:1 qu,·sti()fl which hL·gs :m ;tnswcr'Officcrs 

shoulcl he c:1u1 i, in.:,! that unt ii :1 criml' scene or 

situ:lliuu i, ,lccl:11ed tu he LuLlc hlur, their sen

sitivity r,i the r11inci1,ks and tactics of officer 

safety should lw stri,:tly a,lhered to. 

12. ThL· .lis1:111L·c f1,nn which most of the uf
ftll'!'., (55":,) rn,·ivul ,lH· killing wrnmd w,1:,. k,, 

th,111 five fc·L·t. T111, otficc·rs were killed at con• 

tall tll pui1ll hl:111k ,!i,t.mccs. It is irnpnative 

th:11 lire:H111, 11:1ini11g lw c,J11ductl'd i11 which 
pe:ic.·,· nffin·r, 111:iy karn how to q11ickly and L'f

ti..-ctively slwor ,md mnve at very close targets. 

·111L· , 1t1t.· L'l c.'tll u 1 11 h1ch :111 officer died al 50 
f,TI 11·.1.S ;1,i111:ui,,11111 wl1ich rlw vinim officer 

:m,I his p:1rt ner h:1d tdlowed :1 s11spcct vehicle 

(a drive-hy slll',t>l 1ng ha,l just occurred from that 

whiclv) tn ;i dc·.id L'ltd s1rcl't :111d the officers 

had p:irknl in a l,)t adj.icent ro the street. A sus .. 

peer opened firl' with an ARl 5 and the officers 

11.'llll'lll'd firL'. Al1h,1ugh he usl'd guud technique, 
th,· ()fficer w:1s struck in the head by a round, 

killing him. 

This emph,1~izl's that l'\'l'l1 though the statis, 

: 1 irs say rhat most suspl'cts will be very dose and 
1 very violent, di,tance shooting and moving tar

gets as well as vety close range shooting arc in-
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,·,dualik :1, u:1i11ing akls. 

Tli,· fi1:,I 11:dl uf l'J0:-; 11·,1, :11,·1y di,,11111;1gi11g 

riml'. ( '.:di!~1rnia 1w:1ce officers wn,· l,1sing one 

ut!ict•r on :1 11·eek!y, then llhH1thly h.isi,. Many 

()f the ,ili1L·l'1, werL' killnl just ,lu11u~ tlll'il as

::i;:nnll'rn, :1s \\':1s rlw CN', if dw l lL.\ :1g,·11ts,, ,r 

aftc•r .stumhling nnr,1" crime in pn,.~ress, rc:1ct-

111g tu d1L· ,itu:1ti,)11 ,1, 11:1, d1,· ,,1:,e ul tl1t· li1gk

\\'l.hh.i '-\t'f)~1..·,11H. 

Tl1c karn111!~ 110111b stay thl' ,ame: initial pu

sit i1111, .,( :1,k1nt:11i'', :;i knt d,·pl1,y111L·11t, d" 1\()1 

split partnt·rs, C<>Vt·r anJ c1mcealmenr, and w,e 

ut all avail:tlik resuurccs. Ufficers should be en

cu111.1gnl tu avuid thi11ki11g "ruuti11e" :1ml he 

111:id,· :1w,ire "t rhe r.ition,1l d:mgers of tlwir pni

frssion. Back-ur ufficers shllu!cl he used wisely 

:i.s :1 t:1l1ic:d 1c:,uu1tl'. i\11'1 :1:, :dway,, tr;i111111g 

,hrnild rdkn ilh· rv:diti,·, .,f rlw profes,i,,n'·s IT

q ll j fl'l11l'l1 ('i. 

Chart 1-0fficcr Murdu Event by Month 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct 

I' 2 1 

"Two ullice1s we1e 111u1ui:11;d i11 u11l; evl;11l 

Chart 2-0fficer Mu,der Event by Day of the Week 

Sun Mon •• Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

'lv,u orticers rnurde1ed in one clay lur a total of tl1ree officers killed u:1 fr1dcJy in 1988 

"' 
Chart 3-0fficer Murder Events by Time of Day 

Day 

0600 0700 0800 0900 1000 1100 1200 1300 1400 1500 1600 1700 

1 * 

Night 

1800 1900 2000 2100 2200 2300 2400 0100 0200 0300 0400 0500 

2 

·Two agents died in triis single event 

Chart 4-Victim Officer's Age 

21-25 26·30 31-35 36·40 41·45 46+ 

2 2 2 



' Chart 6-Victim Officer's law Enfr.m:emeut Experience 

t:u..1casi.in 

15-20 

6 

·---···---····-- -·-··· --··-- -·-···--------- ---------------------- .. --

0··5 G-10 11-15 16-20 

2 3 :i 1 
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mack lfo;panic 
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Chart 8--Age of Murder Suspects 

21-25 

2 

26-30 

2 

Chart 9-Type of Weapon 

ij;mdgun 
Revolver 

6* 

Semi-Auto 

2 

Rifle 

21+ 

31-35 

2 

*One officer was murdered witll his own weapon 

'Officer's own weapon 

• Shot at 50 feet 

.22 

Chart 10-Caliber of Murder Weapon 

.38 

4* 

.44 .45 

2 

.223 

1 

Chart 11-Distance Between Suspect and Officer 

0-5 6-10 11-15 16-20 21+ 

5 2 1 * 

------- - ------------- --- - -
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