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PEACE OFFICERS MURDERED 
IN CALIFOllNIA 

1973-1977 
li\V ARENESS AND LEARNING 

POINTS SURVEY 

li'\TW>DUCTION AND PURPOSE 
. . 

The f,ollowing- article' is aJ analysis of 
California peaqe officer murders during the 
period 1973-H/77. Since 1972 the California 
Specialized Training Institute (CST!) has 
maintained detailed records of ti-le murders 
,\f peace officers in California as an integral 
part of the Officer Survival Coµrse offejred 

,,it Camp San Luis Obispo. Through the let)· 
lect.ion :and .inalysis f,f such data, traini'ng 
needs i:~ln often be id~ntified which can 
assis't odwr peace officers in performing 
their duti1:s in a s:Uer manner based pri
marily on two significant factors: awar~ness 
(recognition of danger potential) and lessons 
lt•arnt,cl training. It is with these two factorq 
in mind, awareness and training needs, that 
this analysis and info.rmat.ion is provided. . 

CHARLES 8. MOORMAN 

Charles B. Moorman is the coordinator and an instructor 
in the Civil Emergency Management Course, and an 
instructor in the Officer Survival Cc,urse and ttie School 
Security Course at the Specializud Training Institute, 
Camp S,m Luis Obispo, California. He received a M.S. in 
Police Administration in 1969 from California State Uni
vcrsitv ;itLos Angeles and an M.A.,in Education in 1974 
from Calilornia Polytechnic ;:,late U;niversity, San Luis 
Obispo. He has served wittI the Fullerton, Californi,,, 
Police Departmerit and the California Highway Patrol. 
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Inspection of an incident where a peace 
officer! i~ murdered is valuable. Err,ors in 
judgment, procedures, tactics, land equipment 
or I training deficiences can generally be' 
identifi(id a,nd devel6ped into relevant train
ing points or "lessons learned" to decrease 
the probability that othe.- peace officers will 
be caught up in a similar set of fatal cir
cumstances. But looking at one peace officer 
murdered incident is not as valuable as look
ing at the tot.al incidents for a whole year, , 
and an inspection of the incidents over a 
longer period of time, in this case, five years, 
is e.vcn more valuable because of the com-; 
parisons and contrasts that can1 be observed. 
Frequently' , homicide trend~ and "cycles" 
based on geographical locations or type of 
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precipit~ting calls are observed occuring. If 1 , 

such patterns, trends, and common errors in I 
judgment, procedures, tactics, 1 and 
equipment or training deficiences are noted, 
than perhaps the addi'tional factors of 
awareness and training, can di'srupt those 
patterns and decre~se the number of peace! 
offic~rs murdered. The perio~ of time this' 
survey will cover is the five 'years, 1973-
1977, with which the author is kno✓vledge
ablc based upon interviews with surviving 
and investigating officers as well as review
ing the agencies' reports i~volved in those 
peace officer murders. 

SUl{VEY OF INClDENTS 

During the five yt,ar period, 1973-1977, 
fifty-five peace officers, all males,' were 
murdered in California, an a veragc o,f eleven 
each year (see Table 1 ). The most lethal year 
was 1973 when 17 peace officers were slain, 
while 1976 there \\'ere five. The following 
am the reporting categories precipitating 
lh • murders: robbery, burglary, distur
bance, suspicious person/vehicle, traffic 
stop, transporting prisoner, ambush, and 
other miscellaneous crimes. The miscellane
ous category includes any offense or crime 
not mentioned ' by the • preceding seven 
categories, and was the leading killer of 
peace officers, accounting for 15 murders or 
27% of the Lota!. 'l~he other ratios are dis
turbances (12/22%), robbery 10/18%), 
suspicious pc:rson/vehicle (8/15%), traffic 
stop (4/7%), burglary (:'/0%), ambush (2/4%), 
and transportint~ prisoner (1/2%). 

The fifty-five slayings are tabulated in 
Table 2 by type of reporting agency and the 
precipitating call. Thirty-three different law 
enforcement agencies are represented 
which range in sworn personnel size from 
eight to 7200 and includes 20 city police 
depart~nents, seven , sheriffs offices, and 
t hn·c California Highway Patrol area 
offices. The "other agency'.' categories 
involved: 

US Park Service 1.1); 
California Bureau of Narcotics (1); 
California St.ate Police (l); 
California State T.Jniv1~rsity System(2); 
C~mmunity College l')istrict (1) 

With the exception of the com,rhunity 
rollege o{ficer killed by a s,uspicious 'person, 
lhe remaining five officers! 1were killed by a 
deer poacher, attempting a drug arrest, a 
mentally 1 deranged persbn (2), and an 
unknown srt of circumsta11ces. The 20 city 
police dtpartments accounted for 34 (62%) 
:of the slain officers; four of those agencies 
isuft'ered rhL1ti1~lo killings ranging in total 
1nlu'nbers from; two to eight. One large 
metropolitan agency had two double police 
homicides while a rural desert agency also 
experienced a double police homicide. Seven 
sheriff's offices suffered 12 (22%) peace 
officer slayings with three of those agencies 
experiencing multiple ri-iurders. The: 
California I-Jighway Patrol had 3 (5%) traffic 
officers murdered in unrelated incidents. 
Five agencies were represented among the 
6 (11 %) peace o,fficers murdered from "other 
agencies" with the California State Univer- ' 
sity system experienci1\g a double homicide 
(sec Table 2 footnote). 

By precipitating call the leading killers of 
city police officers were robbery (8), other 
crimes (8), and disturbances (7). The other 
crimes category included a stalled vehicle 
assist/weapons violation, prowler, drug 
arrest, stolen vehicle, mentally, deranged, 
kidnapping, theft, and an off-duty execution 
style slaying. Among sheriff's personnel 
murdered, by precipitating call, the leading 
killers were disturbances an'd suspicious 
persons/vehicl~s. California Highway Patrol 
officers were murdered while involved in a 
traffic stop, tra:nsporting a prisoner, and a 
possible drunk driver call. 1 , 

The characteristics of victim peace 
officers as to age, length of law enforcement 
experience, and rank are tabulated in Table 
3 by type of reporting agency. The overall 
average age for the 55 slain peace officers 
was 33.9 years with the range varying from, 
21 • years to 52 years of age. By type of re-' 
porting agency the average age for the city 

' police was 32.7 years, the sheriffs was 34.9' 
years, the California Highway Patrol was 
36.0 years, and other agencies wa:i 32.3 
years. The overall. average length 6f law 
enforcement service was 8.4 years with the 
range varying from three months to 2G 
years. By, agency the averag~, 1length of 
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service for the city police was 8.0 years, Lhe 
sheriffs was 9.4 years, the Californh High
way Patrol was 9.3 years, and other agencies 
was 7 .8 years. By rank, 42 (7( %) of the slain 
peace· officers were patrol officers or deputy 
level w hi!e_ six (11 %) were agents or <lctec
tives, five (9%) were sergeants, one (2%) 
was a lieutenant, and- one (2%) police chief 
was murdered. , 

Upt)n inspecting the weapon characteris
tics involved in the 55 peace officer murders, 
gunshot wounds accounted for 53. (96%) of 
the killings (see Table 4); one city police 
officer was crushed by a stolen vehicle and a 
deputy ,sheriff was beaten to death with 
a sawed-off rifle ;by a robbery suspect. ln 34 
(62%) of the slayings hand guns, were the ; 
murder weapon with .357/.38 caliber gun~ 
utilized in 24 of those cases.,Rifles were thJ 
murder wcapo°: in l4 (25%)10£ the instances, 
and shct guns m four (7%) of the cases. In 
eight murders!(si'x city police and two sheriff 

' personnel) the, weapon , utilized was the 
vict.im's 01,vn service sidearpi oi" other of his 
partner that had been forcibly .taken from 
the peat;e officer; one such city police case, 
precipitated by a disturbance tall, resulted 
in two officers being killed. • 

Data concerning time cle1m~nts qf the 
murders was tabulated.1Chart 1,'.iUusti;ating 
th~i hour of the mu1·dcr on a 24 hollr clock, is 
haseJ upon 53 of the :35 total cases because 
two cases involved off-duty officers 1whose 
l>0dies WCfl~ not discovtii-ed until a later 
tinic. The hourly <:hart showsithe 2100-2200 
hour period, with eight peace officers mur
dered, to be twice as lethal as Lhe1next most 
deadly periods, 0300-0400, 0500-0600, 1300-
1400, 1500;1600, and 1600-1700 hours in 
which ,four peac~ iofficers were slain in each 
of those' one ho~r periods. If the "hours of 
d~rkness" are ·accepted as being ~he tweh:e 
hour. period 18Q0-0600 on a ye,~r arourid 
basis, 32 '(60%) of the slayingsj occurred 
durini("hours of darkrtess." Oq.ly one "hou;-s 
of darknes!?" period, o,t00-0500, was free of 
peace officer: killings, while four "hours of 
light/' periods, 0600-0700) 0700,-0800, !'400-
1500, and 170Q-1800 we1re 'free of those 
killings: • , 

Data tabulatjon • of peace officers 
~nurdered by days of the week indicate a 

considerable activity spread with 
Thursdays accounting for 12 (22%) slayings, 
followed by Mondays and Sundays with nine 
(16%) killings each, (see Chart 2). Tuesdays 
and Fridays were close behind with eight 
(15%) murders each. Six (11 %) peace 
officers were murdered on Wednesdays, and 
three {5%) on Sundays. 

By: month of the year, August was the 1 

deadliest with eight {15%) peace officers 
murdered; May, Octo.ber, and November 
were the next most :lethal accounting for six 
(11 %) slayings in each of those months (see 
Chart 3). While no single month was free of 
peace officer murders, Aprj\ w~th two (4%), 
had the lowest total. l ; 

) 

I i I , i 
U~ARNING POINTS i • 

/ ! 

A step in the proper direction towards 
awareness, informing peace officers in a con
cise and accurate manner as to what' is 
occurring in the 'fay of pe~ce officer killings, 
is accomplishecl 'through the simple tabula
tion and presentatio1l of the incidents as 
depicted in the accompJnying table!s a'nd 
charts. A more difficult 'step is to extract 
from that data training needs based upon 
leaq1ing points, but they are indet:<l identifi-

' able. Ehmples of identifiable learning 
points are: 

! 

il. A ~eace officer cari not relax in any 
arrest situation, as highlighted by the! 1 

variety of offenses cpntained in the 
"other crimes" category and tr~nsport-
ing a prisoner killings; ' 

2~ A constant review of procedure/tactics 
and in-service trai~ing is essential, in 
the categories of disturbance, robbery, 
and 1 suspicious person/vehicle types of 
call~ (this being particularly relevant 
to sheriffs personnel in disturbance 
and suspicious person/vehicle 1calls); 

I 

,/ 
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3. Not only general peace officers au'.thor-

ity agencies (~ity police, sheriffs) !need 
advanced and survival training,' but 
:Specialized law enforcement agencies 
1,ersonnel also must he adequately and 
constantly. trained as exhibited in the 
slayi1ig of members of the California 
High,vay Patrol', State Police, State 
University Campus Police and others; 

; ' r i' ! 

i 
I , I r 

-1. Vi~tim p(!ace officers arc from aH sizes 
of agencies, the very l'arge, middle, and 
smali, and ,from rural as well as metro
politan arcas·(no one is immune),; 

~- While peace officer murders encompass 
a wi1!..: range uf victims, considering 
ag1! anJ iength of law enforcement ex
perience, the overall averages of 34 
years of age and 8.4 years of experience 
highlight t~e ner·d for continual in
service trairiihg; 

6. Though patrol offict-r and deputy level 
personnel suffer, the highest incidence 
of slaying, the nec.d for ju-service train
ing at other employment levels, par-' 
ticularly· detectivf and superviso.ry 
persolllll'l, is neccs::-ary; 

7. Situations involving firearm~ are ex
tremely ,dangerous for peace officers, 
p;ir,ticul:irly thosl' in which handguns 
(t.;asily concealed) are utilized; 

8. There is a steady ii'1creasc in the num
bc·r of peace officers murdered through 
the use df rifl~s. specifically on distur
bance call;, in the approach aud contain-! 
rnent movements; 

~- With One of every seven pe~ce officers 
hl'ir,1g killed with his own service side
arm, a concert(•d training effort on 
weapon retention mu,st be l·ncluded in 
any p~!aCe officer trairling program; 1 

10 . .C3ution should ·bd exercised in think
ing any ho4r out of 24 is safer than 

11. 

' ' 

another, however, the majority of 
police ~urders occurred during the 
"hours of darkness." 

! 
i 

. l • 1 l 
No day of the. week or month .o'f the 
year can be considered )safe as peace 
officers I were killed every day and 
every ~10nth. • 

SUMMARY 

Every peace officer and particularly those 
with training responsibilities should assess 
their own "bank" of knowledge and experi
ence in vie\Yi of this data and perceived 
learning points in order to identify job 
functions they could perform in a safer 
manner. In addition to the agency'~ r:espon
sibilities for imparting training andl job 
skills, such as firearm practice, ,night shoots, 
reloading under stress conditions, building 
approaches, response to robbery and other 
crimes in progress, arrest and control tech
niques: individual officers must address 
personal factors such as physical condition
ing, and complacency. Law enforcement, 
while yoluntary as to each person's choice ,bf 
his or her vocation, is a highly dangerous 
and frequently unforgiving occupation in 
which awareness and training must he con
tinuous and constantly updated. If the 

; author or the California, qpecialized 
'Training Institute cari be !of further 
- assist.anre jn prl)viding information in 

officer survi,val: training please contact by 
writing to Camp Sau Luis Obispo, CA 9340(; 
or phoning (805) 544-7101. 

In closing, the author and the Institute 
wish to publicly thank those agencies who 
cooperated in the collection of the data co~
tained in this survey. The awareness factor, 
learning points, and other items of training 
vafoe, which the reader finds 1 in this article, 

, , are dedicate~ to the memory of those peace 
~ officers contained in the, survey with the 
sincere hope their deaths will in' some way 
enhance yo4r s,urvival. 

• ' 
l ! 

' "Serv~~e S!idearm Het~nti~u - A ;'1a~ter of dre o!· 
Death, .Journal or Cahfornrn Law li,nforcl'IUl'lll, April 
1978, 1lp 1GJ-t64. 
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Tahlc 1 
PEACE OFFICERS MUlWEHED IN CALIFORNIA rnn -1977 

YEAH AND PRECIPITATING CALL 

ll11hhcr~ Burglar)' 

Distur- Suspicious Traffic 

hall Cl' i'l'rso11/ S!up 
Vl'hiclc 

I 

4 

4 

3 

3 

2 

Trans
porting 

l'ri~onl'r Ambush 

Other• 

Crime 

fj 

a 
3 

Total, 

• [ . 

19715 

1977 

2 1 

l 3 2 3 

17 

10 

1i 

5 

11 
-- ~------------ -,·.:. ___ ··------1-------~-·'.- -------- ·= 7 =--~::::--:::-==:-.=-:-:--..:::~c-c.t=======~=c~ r. 

! 'l'utal 10 • 3 12 8' , 4 1 2 15 55 
L ___ _ --L _____ -----'------~'------'-----~---~---~--___, 

'Other Crinw, 

1973: Murdl'r susp,•ct (2); Drug arrest (2); Deer poacher (1) 
1974: Stolen vehieJ,, (Ii; Off-duty unkno1rn (execution style) (1); found at guard post !ll 
197fi: Mentally d,•rang,·d (i); Kidnapping(!); Stolen vehicle (1) 

. 1976: Drug arrest (11 
1977: Mentally d .. rang,·d (:!); Thl'ft (1) 

1'.~ble 2 
l'EACE OFFICERS MURDERED IN CALIFOliNIA 197:1-1977 

TY l'E OF REl'01ffING AGENCY ANO PllECIPITATING CALL 
.. -- - - - -·- ·- -----.'". _. - ----·. ·-----_------ ' - --_.---- ·-·;····------· --· -- -- _-- - _ ... ··--·---·------·==---- -------

T) p,· uf 
11<-portin!i Ag,•n('Y Hou(ll'r)· Burglary 

l'n·cipitating Call 

Suspicious 
lJistur-: , Person/ 
hancc Yt'hidc 

Traffic 
Stop 

Trans
porting 

Pri8oncr Am hush, 
Other 
Crime Total 

-== .· - .... _, --~- ,c--==-,-.~· -=~t=====1==='4~=====tc====,====4=====t=====III== 

City l'"li<'e 

Sh"rifC~ D,·pt. 

California 
Highv. ,,_,. l'atrnl 

•Uth<:r Atei,cy j 

•) 

-~·.-.-:==··----:.~-"--=---.: ;..,1:: 

Tol,d ! JO 

• Oth,•r Agl'II!')' 

3 7 

5 

3 12 

California State l' niversity - 2 (Mentally deranged)\ 
California Cumqwnity Colll'gc (Susvicio11s verson) 
California Stall" Police (Unknown) 

• Caliiorn1a State l:lure:fu of Narcotics (Drug arrest) 
'U.S.,Park Service(D&,•r poach<'rl I 

3 

4 

8 4 

2 

1 2 

8 34 

12 

3 

5 6 

55 
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Total 

17 

10 

12 

5 

11 

55 
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Table :3 
PEACE OFFICERS MlJIWERED IN CALIFORNIA l!.ln-1977 

VICTIM CHARACTERISTICS, BY TYPE OF REPORTING AGENCY . , I i i : 

l i I • I t 

! 
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Table 4 
PEACE OFFICERS MURDERED IN CALIFORNIA 197:l- I!J77 

MUlWEH WEAPON CHARACTEIUSTICS BY! TYPE OF REPOHTING AGE.i\iCY 

I 
I 

\\'capon 
( 'haracl,•ris1i,·s 

City 
l'olife 

Type of Reporting Agency 
----·--.------ ------

California I I 

Shaiff's Highway Oth,·r 
Department ' Patrol Ag,•ney Tola! 

l · • ::::,"_ll _-__ ~------,lf---:---------+-------+-----lt------j 

r 
3. 2 I 14 

4 

li 3 -1 :J4 i __ !Lt11Jgu11 ---it-_2_1 __ -+-------+-------+---------1t----------i 

1

1 

l;nknow11 II 
Ftrc,trm 1 

I - - -- - h-------- ---------t----

•()thcr i':,•_ 
Weapon, . l 

Shot wit!, Own I 
or Partnt-r's 
W,•apur, l1 ti 2 -- · I & 

r-~~ll=a=n~d=gun -·--t•-=,·====l==•=====ct======F'7=~ • 11·1', - ' -

! C:.t!ill~r 1 

r---- -------- ------r--
.,,, Ii ' 1 2 

' --~" -------it------t----------<f-----------+-'-----tt-------< 

.~S I 2 2 
-----------------------1,-------+----~----1------+-------tt--------j 

I 
-------- .-···-~---- ~--- - ' ---- ----l------+-------l!---------

3:i7/.,3R 

.44/.4S 

9i11m i 
I 

~~~~~~~l-- --_-] 

·other Wl'af)Oll; 

14 5 

Crushe<i by vehicle (city police officer) 
Jkalcn with sawl'd-off rifle (deputy sheriff) 

2 3 24 
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Chart 1 
PEACE OFFICERS MUIWERED IN CALIFORNIA 197:J-1977 

BY HOUR OF DAY* 
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-- 600 

700 

900 

1000 
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• Fi;;ures :,fl' based on a total of 5::l peace officers mun.lered, as precise time of killing <1f tw;, officerH i's unknowu. , 
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Chart 2 
PEACE OFFICEHS MUIWERED IN CALIFORNIA 197a- 1977 

BY1 DAY OF WEEK 

'l'l'ESDAY 
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6 
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12 

FltlDA Y 1· SATUIWA Y ·i ------ ----------
8 ! 9 ' 

---------·-----

Chart :J 
PEACE OFFICERS MURDERED IN CALIFORNIA 197:l - 1!}77 . 

BY MONTH OF YEA It -· ------------1-J MAY JUN .JUL AVG SEP 
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