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INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE

The following article is an analysis of
California peace officer murders during the
neriod 1973-1977. Since 1972 the California
opecmh red Training Institute (CSTI) has
maintained detailed records of tHe murders
of peace officers in California as an integral
part. of the Officer Survival Course offered
‘at Camp San Luis Obispo. Through the lec -
tection'and analysis of such data, training
needs tan often be identified which can
assist other peace oflicers in performing
their duties in a sdfer manner based pri-
marily on two significant factors: awareness
{recognition of danger potential) and lessons
learned training, 1t is with these two factors
in mind, awareness and training needs, that
Lhi.s analysis and information is provided

CHARLES B. MOORMAN

Charles B. Moorman is the coordinator and an instiuctor
in the Civil Emergency Managemen! Course, and an
instructor in the Officer Survival Course and the School
Security Course at the Specialized Training Institute,
Camp San Luis Obispo, California. He received a M.S. in
Police Administration in 1969 from California State Uni-
versity at Los Angeles and an M.Ain Education in 1974
from Calilornia Polytechnic State Ufmvensity, San Luis
Obispo. He has served with the Fullerton, California,
Police Department and the California Highway Patrol.

Impcdioh of an incident where a peace
officer lis murdered is valuable. Erg‘ors in
Judgmcnl procedures, tactics,'and equipment

or . training deficiences can- generally be:

identifiéd and developed into relevant train-
ing points or “lessons learned” to decrease
the probability that other’ peace officers will
be caught up in a similar set of fatal cir-
cumstances. But looking at one peace officer
murdered incident is not as valuable as look-
ing at the total incidents for a whole year,
and an inspcction of the incidents over a
long er period of time, in this case, five years,

is even more valuable because of the com-’

parisons and contrasts that can'be observed
Frequently homicide trends and “cycles”
bused on geographical locations or type of
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prvupxtdtmg calls are observed occuring. If
such patterns, trends, and common errors in
judgment, procedures, tactics, 'and
equipment or training deficiences are noted,

than perhaps the additional factors of
awareness and training can disrupt those
patterns and decrease the number of peace%
officers murdered. The pu‘xod of time this'
+ survey will cover is the five years, 1973-

1977, with which the author is knowledge-
able based upon interviews with surviving
and investigating officers as well as review-
ing the agencies’ reports involved in those
peace officer murders.

SURVEY OF INCIDENTS

During the five year period, 1973-1977,
fifty-five peace officers, all males, were
murdered in California, an average of eleven
each year (see Table 1). The most lethal year
wius 1973 when 17 peace officers were slain,
while 1976 there were five. The following
are the reportinyg categories precipitating
th murders: robbery, burglary, distur-
bance, suspicious person/vehicle, traffic
stop, transporting prisoner, ambush, and
other miscellaneous crimes. The miscellane-

]

ous category includes any offense or crime-

not mentioned by the preceding seven
categories, and was the leading killer of
peace oificers, accounting for 15 murders or
27% of the total. The other ratios are dis-
turbances (12/22%), robbery 10/18%),
suspicious purson/vehicle (8/15%), traffic
stop (4/7%), burglary {*/6%), ambush (2/4%),
and transporting prisoner (1/2%).

The fifty-live slayings are tabulated in
Tuble 2 by Lype of reporting agency and the
precipitating call. Thirty-three different law
enforcement agencies are represented
which range in swurn personnel size from
eight to 7200 and includes 20 city police
departments, seven -sheriff's officés, and
three California Highway Patrol area
offices. The “other agency! categories
mvolvcd

US Park Service (1);

California Bureau of Narcotices (1); ,
California State Police (1);

California State University System (2);
Cgmmunity College District (1)

With the exception of the commumty
college officer killed by a suspxcxous person,
the remaining five officers (were killed by a
deer poa(.her attemptmg a drug arrest, a
mentally ! deranged person (2), and an
unknown set of circumstandes. The 20 cxty
police departments accounted for 34 (62%)
of the sldm officers; four of those agencies
|sufiered multiple killings mngmg in total
numbers from' two to eight. One large
metropolitan agency had two double police
homicides while a rural desert agency also
experienced a double police homicide. Seven
sheriff's offices suffered 12 (22%) peace
officer slayings with three of those agencies
experiencing multiple murders.
California Highway Patrol had 3 (5%) traffic
officers murdered in unrelated incidents.
Five agencies were represented among the
61(11%) peace officers murdered from “other
agencies” with the California State Univer-
sily system experiencing a double homicide
(see Table 2 footnote).

By precipitating call the leading killers of
city police officers were robbery (8), other
crimes (8), and disturbances (7). The other
crimes category included a stalled vehicle
assist/weapons violation, prowler, drug
arrest, stolen vehicle, mentally deranged,
kidnapping, theft, and an off-duty execution
style slaying. Among sheriff’'s personnel
murdered, by precipitating call, the leading
killers were disturbances and suspicious
persons/vehicles. California Highway Patrol
officers were murdered while involved in a
traffic stop, transporting a prxsoner, and a
possible drunk driver call.

The characteristics of victim peace
officers as to age, length of law enforcement
experience, and rank are tabulated in Table
3 by type of reporting agency. The overall
average age for the 55 slain peace officers

was 33.9 years with the range varying {rom,
21 years to 52 years of age. By type of re-
. porting agency the average age for the city
* police was 32.7 years, the sheriffs was 34.9

years, the California nghway Patrol was
36.0 years, and other agencies wag 32.3
years. The overalliaverage length of law
enforcement service was 8.4 years with the
range varying from three months to 25
years. By agency the average: length of

The:
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service for the city police was 8.0 years, ihe
sheriffs was 9.4 years, the Californin Bigh-
way Patrel was 9.3 years, and other agencies
was 7.3 years. By rank, 42 (T{ %) of the slain
peace officers were patrol officers or deputy
level while six (11%) were agents or detec-
tives, five (9%) were sergeants, one (2%)
was a lieutenant, and one (2%) pohce chief
wis murdered.

Upon mqpectmg the weapon characterls-
tics involved in the 55 peace officer murders,
gunshot wounds accounted for 53.(96%) of
the killings {(see Table 4); one city police
officer was crushed by a stolen vehicle and a
deputy sheriff was beaten to death with
a sawed-off rifle by a robbery suspect. In 34

(629%) of the slayings hand guns, were the |

murder weapon with .357/.38 caliber guns
utilized in 24 of those cases. Rifles were the
murder weapon in 14( 5%)of the instances,
and shet guns in four (7%) of the cases. In
eight murdPrs (six city police and two sheriff
' personnel) the weapon . utilized was the

vietim’'s own service sidearm or other of his |

partner that had been forcibly taken from
the peace officer; one such cily police case,
precipitated by a disturbance call, resulted
in twa officers being killed.

Data concerning time c¢lements of the
murders was tabulated.iChart 1,/illustrating
the hour of the murder on a 24 hour clock, is
hased upon 53 of the 35 total cases because
two cases involved off-duty officers whose
bodies were not discovered until a later
time. The hourly chart shows'the 2100-2200
hour period, with eight peace officers mur-
dered, to be twice as lethal as the next most
deadly periods, 0300-0400, 0500-0600, 1300-
1400, 1500-1600, and 1600-1700 hours in
which four peace: officers were slain in each
of those one hour periods. If the “hours of
darkness” are accepted as being the twelve
hour, period 1800-0600 on a year around
basis, 32 '(60%) of the slayings! occurred
during “hours of darkness.” Only one “hours
of darkness” period, 0400-0500, was free of
peace officer: killings, while four “hours of

light” periods, 0600- 0100 0'7000800 1400-
1500, :nd 1700 1800 were free of those
killings. «+ ¢ © !

Data tabulatjon of peace officers

tmurdered by days of the week indicate a
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considerable activity with

spread
Thursdays accounting for 12 (22%) slayings,
followed by Mondays and Sundays with nine
(16%) killings each, (see Chart 2). Tuesdays
and Fridays were close behind with eight

(15%) murders cach. Six {11%) peace
officers were murdered on Wednesdays, and
three (5%) on Sundays.

By month of the year, August was the |

deadliest with eight (15%) peace officers
murdered; May, October,
were the next most lethal accounting for six
(119%) slayings in each of those months (see
Chart 3). While no single month was free of
peace officer murders, April with two (4%),
had the lowest total g

&
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A step in the proper direction towards
awareness, informing peace officers in a con-
cise and accurate manner as to what is
occurrmg in the way of peace officer killings,
is accomplished through the simple tabula-
tion and presentatxon of the incidents as
depicted in the a(_compdnymg tables and
charts. A more difficult step is to extract
from that data training needs based upon
learning points, but they are indeed identifi-
able. Examples of identifiable learning
points are: i :

i

1 A peace officer can not relax in any
arrest situation, as highlighted by the!'
varlety of offenses contained in the
“other crimes” category and trdnsport
ing a prisoner killings;

2. A constant reView of procedure/tactics
and in-service training is essential in
the Latcgorxes of disturbance, robbery,
and suspicious person/vehicle types of -
calls (this being paktxcularly relevant
to sheriffs personnel in disturbance
and suspicious person/vehicle calls);

and November
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Not only general peace officers author-
ity agencies (city police, sheriifs) need
advanced and survival training, but
specialized law enforcemeént agencies
personnel al$o must be adequately and
constantly trained as exhibited in the
slaying of members of the California
Highway DPatrol, State Police, State
University Campus Police and others;
by
\Y xct)m pcace oﬂn ¢rs are {from d“ sizes
of agencies, the very large, middie, and '
smali, and from rural as well as metro-
politan arcas(no one is immune);

While peace officer murders encompass
4 wide range of victims, considering
age and length of law enforcement ex-
perience, the overall averages of 34
years of age and 8.4 years of ehpemence
highlight the need for continual in-
service training;

Though patrol officer and deputy level

personnel suffer the highest incidence

of slaying, the need for jn-service train-

ing at other employment levels, par-’
ticularly' detective and supervisory

personnel, is necessary; , '
Situations involving firearms are ex-
tremely dangerous for peace officers,
particularly those in which handguns
(easily concealed) are utilized;

There is a steady increase in the num-
ber of peace officers murdered through
the use of ritles, specifically on distur-
bance calls in the approach and contain-!
ment novements;

P

With one of every seven peace officers .
being killed with his own sérvice side- -
arm, a concertéd training effort on
weapon retention must be included in

any peace officer training program;'

Laution should be exercised in think-
ing any hour out of 24 is safer than

()FI'](/FRb MURDERED IN CALIFORNIA 1973- 1977

another, however, the majority of
pohce murders occurred during the
hours of darkness

( i

11. No da) of the week or month of the
year can be considered safe as peace
officers 'were killed cvery day and
every month.

SUMMARY

Every peace officer and particularly those
with training responsibilities should assess
their own “bank” of knowledge and experi-
ence in view of this data and perceived
learning points in order to identify job
[unctions they could perform in a safer
manner. In addition to the agency 's respon-
sibilities for imparting training andi{ job
skills, such as firearm practice,.night shoots,
reloading under stress conditions, building
approaches, response to robbery and other
crimes in progress, arrest and control tech-
niques: individual officers must address
personal factors such as physical condition-
ing, and complacency. Law enforcement,
while voluntary as to each person’s choice of
his or her vocation, is a highly dangerous
and frequently uuforgiving occupation in
which awareness and training must be con-
tinuous and constantly updated. If the
author or the California Specialized
Training Institute can be lof further
assistance in providing information in
officer survival training please contact by
writing to Camp San Luis Obispo, CA 93406
or phoning (805) 544-7101.

In closing, the author and the Institute
wish to publicly thank those agencies who
cooperated in the collection of the data coh-
tained in this survey. The awareness factor,
learning points, and other items of training
value, which the reader finds'in this article,

. are dedicated to the memory of those peace

officers containéd in the survey with the

sincere hope their deaths will in'some way
enhance your survival.
! e '
b +
' “Service Sidearm Retention — A Malter of Life or

Death,” Journal of California Law Enforcement, April
1978, 1ip 161-164.
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Table 1
PEACE OFFICERS MURDERED IN CALIFORNIA 1973-1977
YEAR AND PRECIPITATING CALL

! Trans- |
i Distur- | Suspicious | Traffic porting Other®
Year 1 lobbery | Burglary bance Person/ Stop Prisoner | Ambush Crime Tolal,
: Vehicle
S | E R e e P £
1973 5 1 1 3 2 — - 5 17
1974 1 — 4 1 — 1 3 10
1975 1 _ 4 3 1 - - 3 12
1976 2 1 - - - 1 1 1
1977 1 1 3 e | -, 1 - 3 11
Topawal | w0 |8 e ] s 4 1 2 |1 55 |
*Other Crinws i
1973: Murder suspect (2); Drug arrest (2); Deer poacher (1) ‘
1974: Stolen vehicle (1]; Off-duty unknown texecution style) (1); found at guard post{ )
1975: Mentally deranged {1 ) i\ldxmppmy(l) Stolen vehicle (1)
.1976: Drug arrest (1! : ; ’
1977: Mentally deranged (2); Theft (1) ‘ '
Tabie 2 ‘
PEACE OFFICERS MURDERED IN CALIFORNIA 1973-1977
TYPE OF REPORTING AGENCY AND PRECIPITATING CALL
- . immmm s e el S
1' l’roupuatmg Call
- Suspicious | Trans-
Type of S [Disturs | | Personf Trailic porting : Oiher
Re portmg \g( ncy (Robbery | Burglary | bance Vehicle Stop Prisoner | Ambush, | Crime Total
City Police ' 3 7 3 .3 - 2 8 34
Shvl_‘ifl”s Dept. ) 2 - 5 4 — - - 1 12
California 5‘ ! ‘ |
| Highw .y Putrol — - — — 1 ! 1 — 1 3
*Other Ageuey — - - 1 - — — 5 6
Towl 0 3 12 |- 8 4 1 2 15 5

*Other Agencey

California State University — 2 (Mentally deranged)!

California Community College (Suspicious person)

California State Police (Unknown) : '
» California State Hureau of Narcotics (l)rug arrest)
'U.S..Park Service (Dt« :r poacher)
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PEACE OFFICERS MURDERED IN CALIFOR
VICTIM CHARAC’I‘E{RISTlCS; BY TYPE OF REPORTI
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Table 3

1
{
i

NIA 19731977
NG AGENCY

i

i

Type of Reporting Agency

“Victim B ) 1. : ——+ :
Characteristic Cny( Sheriff’s | | California Other,’
Police Department' | Highway Agency Total i
. b : ; { | ;P:l(l‘s'i__r___._
PotalbyRe- || 34 | 12 3 6 66
' porting ! i :
Ageucy ! !
Aye !
21-25 years 3 i - 1 7
26-30 years 10 1 1 - 12
- =
31 35 years 12 3 1 - 16
36-40 years 3 5 - 1 9
41-45 years . 3 2 1 2 i 8 o
~Ti~50 years 2 = — - 2
|—_T51 yrs. & over 1 — — — 1
L e S - e e
| Lengthof
Serviee .
| 0-1years 2 1 - i3 6
| —_—
‘ 2-5 years 12 2 - - 14
| 6-10 years 11« 3 2 — 16
| 1115 yeurs 6 6 1 3 16
1
| 16-20 years 1 - - -- 1
21 yrs. 3. over 2 — — — 2
Rank 1 T
Patrol officer/ .
Deputy 26 9 9 4 42
Agt./Detective 1 1 - 1 6 ’
Sergeant 3 1 - 1 5
! Lieutenant — 1 - - 1
[ Captain &
ABOVE - - _ _ 1 i

!
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Table 4
PEACE OFFICERS MURDERED IN CALIFORNIA 1973-1977
MURDER WEAPON CHARACTERISTICS BY, TYPE OF REPORTING AGENCY
. P .
Type of Reporting Agency
: Caiifornia {1 ¥
Weapon City ! Sherilf’s lhghway Other
¢ h.tmdensms Police Department Patrol Agency Total
Rifle 8 ) 3 — 2 14
Shotgun 3 : 1 - - 4
Handgun 21 6 3 4 I 34
Unknown ‘ ; ’ '
Pumrm 1 : — — — It
*Other ' |
Weapon , 1 ; 1 - - ! 2
Shot with Own i
or Partaner's ;
Weuapon 6 2 — - 8
Handgun ) ‘
Caliber
i 2 1 — 1 — 2
‘ 25 2 - - — 2
oA - |- _ _ ”
bossmss 14 L5 o 3 20 T P
; 44/.45 ‘ 1 - — — 1
3 Sinm 1 — 1 3
* [P — —— - T
‘ . Unknown - - - 2
bonim orsmsmo s ] ; s

*QUther \r\ eapon,

Crushed by vehicle {city police officer)
Beaten with sawed-olf rifle (deputy sheriff)
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Chart 1
PEACE OFFICERS MURDERED IN CALIFORNIA 1973 - 1977
BY HOUR OF DAY* ‘

' Midnight
2300 Midnig

100

1900
1800

700

1000

1300 ‘
Noon 1100

Rl

. . - L. e - .
*Figures are based on a total of 53 peace officers murdered, as precise time of killing of two officers is unknown. -
¥ p 3

- Chart 2 | ! ‘
! ‘ . PEACE OFFICERS MURDERED IN CALIFORNIA 1973 - 1977 r ‘;
BY ‘DAY OF WEEK ! ;

| = - : |
| . SUNDAY MONDAY | TUESDAY | WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY ;
| | 3 LY [ 8 6 12 8 | 9 i
L [RSURRON 1) S . P
‘ ' !
| | , g
| Chart 3 , ' -

| PEACE OFFICERS MURDERED IN CALIFORNIA 197¥ 1977 . f
‘ BY MONTH OF YEAR | .

0 .
| : ! | JAN FEB | MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

1 P TR 6 1 4 5 | 3 6 | 6 4




